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Inspire learning.
Enrich teaching.
Enhance opportunities.

https://lawrenceschoolsfoundation.org/


Inspire. Enrich. Enhance. These are the goals we have every day when working with our Lawrence Public Schools educators,  
students and families, and within our Lawrence community. The Lawrence Schools Foundation prides itself in providing resources  
that inspire learning, enrich teaching and enhance opportunities for all students, educators and staff in Lawrence Public Schools.
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As we look back on all we have  
accomplished over nearly four decades,  
we are so grateful our community has  
made the important choice to continue  
to support educational excellence in  
Lawrence Public Schools.

Our generous donors are the first part of this 
success story. Without your contributions, 
we truly could not do what we do as a  
Foundation: meeting students where they 
are and helping them achieve their dreams.

We continue to focus relentlessly on the wellbeing, retention  
and acknowledgment of staff, as students excel best in the pres-
ence of committed and inspired educators. We reinvigorated our 
Foundation grants, funding an array of creative, staff-designed 
projects with district-wide impact.

We collaborated with donors and our community business  
partners to create new scholarships and funds to support  
students, classrooms and programs, and we committed  
ourselves to growing an endowment to ensure the stability  
of our organization for generations to come.

The Foundation exists to ensure our students and educators in the 
Lawrence Public Schools have every opportunity to thrive, succeed 
and create positive change in our communities. The Foundation 
has never been in a stronger position to support this vital mission.

We are grateful for another year devoted to securing and  
stewarding investments that advance excellence in our schools 
and make a difference for kids. I invite you to invest in the future 
of children and families today. Every dollar you donate fills gaps to 
provide support for those who need it most. 

While these remain challenging times, with your support,  
the future looks bright for students in our Lawrence Public Schools.

We thank you for your generosity and wish our educators, staff  
and students a bright and successful school year!

Dena Johnston, Executive Director

It is an honor to serve as this year’s  
president of Lawrence Schools Foundation 
Board of Directors. I have always valued 
and appreciated public education and its 
importance to the young people of our 
community. Public education provides our 
students with their best opportunity to 
succeed in the classroom and in their  
future endeavors. I continue to be amazed 
at the extent to which our school district 
and the Foundation provide vital resources 
to both our students and their families.

Lawrence Schools Foundation strives to provide resources that 
inspire learning, enrich teaching and enhance opportunities for 
all students, educators and staff in the Lawrence Public Schools. 
By fulfilling this mission, the Foundation not only directly  
enhances the experience of all stakeholders in public education, 
but it also lifts up our local community and makes a positive 
impact on society in general.

None of this “inspiring, enriching and enhancing” would be  
possible without our generous donors. Whether you support  
an endowed scholarship, donate to our I C.A.N. fund, or make  
an annual or planned gift, thank you! I assure you that the  
Foundation runs efficiently, and our board and staff are very  
intentional when determining how your gifts are used to  
advance the Foundation’s mission.

Finally, I would like to extend my appreciation to Dena, Jamie 
and Michelle. As a small but mighty team, they provide the  
stability and consistency to ensure the Foundation delivers  
on our annual events, activities, goals and objectives. And  
equally important, they provide a can-do, creative spirit as  
new opportunities present themselves for Lawrence Schools 
Foundation to continue to positively impact our community.

Rob Gillespie, President, Board of Directors

Dear friends,
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GRANTS IN MOTION 
Michelle Salmans, art teacher at Sunset Hill Elementary, received an Innovative  
Teaching Grant from Lawrence Schools Foundation in 2023 for her classroom project:  
Black Light Art Exhibition. 

The project enriched the existing Science Expo by incorporating art, making it a  
comprehensive STEAM event. Every student in the school had the opportunity to  
create fluorescent artworks during their regular art lessons. Parents, classmates and  
the community got to enjoy the art — creations by all 400 students — on display in the 
art and music rooms during the Science Expo. The approach ensured that every child 
could contribute, promoting a sense of community and individual pride. 

The project provided an immersive educational experience to bridge art and science, 
stimulate creativity and foster personal and communal engagement. While STEAM 
initiatives are becoming more prevalent, this project uniquely employed black light 
technology and the concept of fluorescence to create a captivating learning experience. 
It held students’ interest and allowed them to see the immediate real-world applications 
of scientific principles and artistic concepts. 

Inspire. Enrich. Enhance.
HITS FOR TEACHERS 
Michael Brooks knew when he  
transferred to Kansas baseball that  
he wanted to do something for  
Lawrence Public Schools. 

In 2023, he announced his Hits For  
Teachers campaign, personally pledging 
to donate $20 for each hit he made  
that season to Lawrence Schools  
Foundation. In 2024 he added $40 for 
each of his home runs.

“My mom’s been a school teacher ever 
since I can remember, and she always 
talked about different kids every day she 
came home, and I just wanted to give 
back to kids like those. I know it can be 
a struggle, and money is a problem,” 
Michael said. “So, I just felt like I should do 
something for the school district, and if 
not back home it could be here. ”

Since starting the campaign, Michael, 
his family and Jayhawk baseball fans 
throughout the nation following him 
have donated more than $6,700 to  
Lawrence Schools Foundation.

“We’ve been in awe,” said Dena Johnston, 
Foundation executive director, “not only 
to see the work that he’s done through 
these donations, but the ripple effect  
throughout the community. What a truly 
inspiring student athlete!”

Students were inspired to give back by  
making posters for Michael and KU Baseball.

Help us continue to support the amazing students  
and programs in our Lawrence Public Schools!  
Scan this code with your phone to learn more about  
grants, scholarships, awards and special funds.

Creations by all 400 students were on display during Sunset Hill Elementary’s Science Expo.
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LAWRENCE HIGH GRAD HEADLINES  
COMMUNITY EDUCATION BREAKFAST 
In September 2023, we welcomed “home” Jared Stone, 1995 
graduate of Lawrence High School, as our keynote speaker 
for the Community Education Breakfast. Jared is an author of 
the book, “Year of the Cow,” and he has produced television 
shows for ABC, NBC, FOX, the CW, Bravo, USA, Lifetime and 
Sony. Most recently he has served as executive director, brand 
creative for the Warner Bros. Worldwide Television Marketing 
Unscripted team. He is the recipient of two Emmy awards  
and is a nine-time Emmy nominee.

Jared Stone

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?  
GARY WEBBER, 1998 EXCELLENCE IN 
TEACHING/BOBS AWARD RECIPIENT
I received the Special Award for  
Excellence in Teaching (Bobs Award) 
in 1998 when I was teaching science 
at Southwest Junior High School. 
My prize was an eight-inch Meade 
Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope,   
some astrophotography equipment  
and a trip to a dark sky resort in the  
Southwest. For the next three years  
I hosted numerous star parties to  
introduce students and parents to  
the wonders of the night sky. I also  
captured hundreds of images of  
distant galaxies and recorded the first 
human-captured image of a supernova 
in 1999. See http://www.gwebber.org/
astrodiary/pages/M88.htm.

I left teaching in 2000 and started  
work at the University of Kansas. 
During my 15 years at KU, I worked 
for the School of Engineering as an 
education coordinator, and then for the 
Department of Chemistry as a project 
coordinator at the Adams Institute for 
Bioanalytical Chemistry. 

In 2014 I retired and found that I was no longer able to stay up late nights capturing 
images. I put the telescope away until 2021, when I refurbished it and sold it through a 
science hobby store in Wichita. The telescope sold for $1,000 (not bad for a 24-year-old 
scope). I donated the money to Lawrence Schools Foundation and hope that future  
recipients will get as much benefit out of their prize as I did.

This amazing award provided me with thousands of hours of learning and exploration 
over 10 years and introduced the wonders of the night sky to dozens of Lawrence  
residents. I will always be grateful for this generous award.

Fall 2023–Spring 2024

Scholarships (more than $60,300 total)
77 scholarships awarded to  

graduating seniors

Innovative Teacher Grants ($10,675 total)
Lacy Davison, 

 Community Connections @ Pinckney 
Gary Denham & Jennifer Burnes,  

Community Connections @ Pinckney
Karen Lassman, Cordley Elementary
Library Media Specialists, District-Wide
Jayci Roberson, Woodlawn Elementary
Michelle Salmans, Sunset Hill Elementary
Ameshia Tubbs,  

Community Connections @ Pinckney

Excellence In Teaching/Bobs Award
($10,000) 
Valerie Schrag, Lawrence High School

Dedication to Education Award/
Sons of Bobs Award ($5,000) 
Caleb Rahmeier, West Middle School

Barbara Hodgson Dream to Achieve
Award ($100)
Catherine Meihaus, New York Elementary

Carl Knox Teacher Grant ($500) 
Jennifer Burnes,  

Community Connections @ Pinckney

MusicWorks Grants ($3,600 total)
Jill Anderson, Kennedy Early Childhood 

Community Center  
Laurie Matney, Hillcrest Elementary
Katherine Stoltenberg,  

Sunset Hill Elementary

School Assistance Grants ($1,300 total) 
Therese Edgecomb, West Middle School
Stacy Katzenmeier, Quail Run Elementary 

Fall 2022–Spring 2023 A.C.E Awards 
($500 each) 
Noah Baker, Facilities & Operations
Marie Daniels,  

Community Connections @ Pinckney
Willie McKinnis, District Wide
Rachel Thompson, Woodlawn Elementary

Gary Webber receiving the award in 1998 and later 
on an astrophotography exhibition.
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ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS
Cordley Elementary
Capitol Federal Savings
Cottin’s Hardware & Rental
Dairy Queen–Mass. Street
Dillons Stores–Mass. Street
Lawrence Noon Rotary Club

Deerfield Elementary
Hy-Vee
Kristi R. Keefer Insurance 

Agency

Hillcrest Elementary
Commerce Bank–Iowa Street
Freddy’s Frozen Custard  

& Steakburgers
Kristi R. Keefer Insurance 

Agency
multistudio
The Merc Co-op

Langston Hughes Elementary
Dillons Stores
Hy-Vee
J&S Coffee
Truity Credit Union

New York Elementary
Connect Church
Cottin’s Hardware & Rental
Emprise Bank
Kiwanis Club
Lawrence Breakfast Optimist 

Club
Stevens & Brand, L.L.P.
Western Star #1 Masonic Lodge

Prairie Park Elementary
Bank Midwest
Capitol Federal Savings
Hy-Vee
Mar Lan Construction
Pretzels, Inc.
Taco John’s
Truity Credit Union

Quail Run Elementary
Berry Plastics
Hy-Vee
Jefferson’s–West
Legends Dental Center
Pioneer Ridge
Rock Hill Church
Story Hill Church

Schwegler Elementary
Dairy Queen–Iowa Street
Raising Cane’s
Runza

Sunflower Elementary
Central National Bank
Freddy’s Frozen Custard  

& Steakburgers 
Great American Bank
Hy-Vee
Taco John’s

Sunset Hill Elementary
Meritrust Credit Union
Stephens Real Estate
The Merc Co-op

Woodlawn Elementary
Bowersock Mills &  

Power Company
First State Bank & Trust
ICL Performance Products
Juniper Hill Farms
Uplift Coffee Shop

MIDDLE SCHOOLS
Billy Mills Middle School
Hy-Vee
McDonald’s of Lawrence
Mainstreet Credit Union
Printing Solutions
Raising Cane’s

Liberty Memorial 
Central Middle School
Cottin’s Hardware & Rental
First City Church
First State Bank & Trust
KU Natural History Museum
Lawrence Arts Center
Rodrock Chiropractic  

& Acupuncture

Southwest Middle School
Hy-Vee
Jefferson’s–West
Kristi R. Keefer Insurance 

Agency
McDonald’s of Lawrence
t.Loft

West Middle School
Commerce Bank–Iowa Street
Kristi R. Keefer Insurance 

Agency
Sonic–6th Street
t.Loft
The Merc Co-op

HIGH SCHOOLS
Lawrence Free State  

High School
Capitol Federal Savings
Central Bank of the Midwest
Commerce Bank– 

Wakarusa Street
Eileen’s Colossal Cookies
Hy-Vee
Juniper Hill Farms
McDonald’s of Lawrence
Raising Cane’s
t.Loft
Theatre Lawrence
Therapy Works
Truity Credit Union

Lawrence High School
Commerce Bank–23rd Street
Hallmark Cards
Hy-Vee
multistudio
Printing Solutions
Raising Cane’s
The Valley Church
Truity Credit Union

DISTRICT-WIDE
Big Brothers Big Sisters
Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence
Chick-Fil-A
Chili’s
Climb Lawrence, LLC
Collier’s International|Lawrence
D-BAT Lawrence
Dole Institute of Politics
Douglas County Conservation 

District
Douglas County Fire & Medical
Edmonds Duncan Registered 

Investment Advisors
Eileen’s Colossal Cookies
Envista Credit Union
Feldmeyer Financial
First Student
Goodcents
Hot Box Cookies
Inkspiration
Jason’s Deli
Jefferson’s
Kansas Athletics, Inc.
Kona Ice Lawrence Topeka, LLC
Kurt Goeser–State Farm
Lawrence Gymnastics  

Academy
Lawrence Habitat for  

Humanity
Lawrence Police Department
Lawrence Public Library
McAlister’s Deli
Merchant’s Pub & Plate
Min/Max Photography
Minuteman Press
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Papa Keno’s Pizzeria

Pelathe District,  
Heart of America Council,  
Boy Scouts of America

Pet World
Pickleman’s
Premier Martial Arts
RCB Bank
Royal Crest Lanes
Salvation Army of  

Douglas County
Silver Lake Bank 
Solomon and Associates–

Ameriprise Financial  
Services, Inc

Sonic
Sylvan Learning Center
T-Mobile
Texas Roadhouse
The Basil Leaf Café
Toppers Pizza
Truity Credit Union
23rd Street Brewery
Wal-Mart
Watkins Museum of History

District-wide– 
Community Connections  
@ Pinckney

Cottin’s Hardware & Rental
Taco John’s

District-wide–Early Childhood
Dr. Sharon Michel Green, O.D.
Dr. James Otten, D.D.S.
Jayhawk Breakfast Rotary Club
River City Church
Sunflower Bank
United Way of Douglas County

District-wide–Fine Arts
KU Theater 
Lawrence Arts Center
Lied Center of Kansas
Theatre Lawrence
US Bank

District-wide–Project Search
Joblink,  

a Division of Cottonwood
KU Dept. of Human Resources
LMH Health
United Way of Douglas County 

A strong educational system is the foundation of a prosperous community. Recognizing this, the  
Lawrence Public Schools and the Lawrence Chamber of Commerce collaborated to form the Lawrence 
Business/Education Partnership in 1993. The Lawrence Education Achievement Partners (LEAP) program 
matches schools with businesses and community organizations and magic happens. Approximately 115  
local businesses partner with the Lawrence Public Schools. Many focus on scholastic enrichment —  
such as reading to kids in class, mentoring, tutoring or training, or donating classroom supplies. Others 
volunteer to help at school events or make monetary or in-kind donations to support them. Many sponsor 

Lawrence Schools Foundation signature events. Our LEAP partners enjoy being involved with the schools and learning from the  
students and teachers. They are the lifeline to the Foundation and to our community.

Partners in action
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TRUITY CREDIT UNION:  
JAYHAWK BLUEPRINT
Jayhawk Blueprint is a partnership 
between the University of Kansas and 
Lawrence Public Schools to offer college 
courses at a discounted rate. Jayhawk 
Blueprint courses are offered at $103 per 
credit, more than 60% less than standard 
in-state tuition. Courses are taught at 
the high schools by qualified high school 
teachers, allowing students to earn high 
school and college credit simultaneously. 
Students earn college credit from KU for 
each course they complete successfully. 
Most courses are transferable to Kansas 
public two-year and four-year institutions 
of higher education and may transfer  
to other colleges, depending on  
transfer requirements.

To ensure all students can take access 
this opportunity, Lawrence Schools  
Foundation and LEAP partner Truity 
Credit Union provide scholarships to  
offset the costs of tuition. 
• Through this partnership, Lawrence 

Schools Foundation has provided 
$122,000 in Jayhawk Blueprint  
scholarships to students since 2020 

• Jayhawk Blueprint enrollment for 
2023–2024 increased by 30% over  
the previous year

• The total number of credit hours in 
which Jayhawk Blueprint students 
were enrolled increased by 46% in 
2023–2024 over the previous year

LAWRENCE ROTARY CLUBS: SNACKS FOR STUDENTS 
The Lawrence Noon Rotary Club has supported students in our Lawrence Public Schools 
for many years by providing new tennis shoes at the beginning of the school year.  
In 2023, all three Lawrence Rotary clubs banded together to provide snacks for students. 
The Rotarians recognized that food insecurity affects concentration, memory, mood  
and motor skills, all of which a child needs to be able to be successful in school. 

The Lawrence Rotary clubs now partner with Lawrence Schools Foundation to provide 
snack donations to all schools to support students who come to school hungry or 
need a snack during the day. In addition to its annual fall snack drive in 2023, the club 

received a matching Rotary District 
grant and provided the Foundation 
with $11,700 to purchase snacks for 
all schools through the district’s 
food service program. This generous 
support made it possible for 19 cases 
of healthy snacks — granola bars, 
crackers, juice, raisins, applesauce, 
graham crackers — to be available 
for students who need them at  
all of our Lawrence Public Schools. 

 
Lawrence Rotarians gathered in 2023 to pack snacks 
for students.   PHOTO COURTESY OF RICHARD MEIDINGER

McDONALD’S OF LAWRENCE: ENRICHMENT, OUTREACH AND MORE 
“We have an obligation to give something back to the community that gives so much  
to us,” said Tom and Marilyn Dobski, and in that spirit they have given back to the  
Lawrence Public Schools for the past 36 years. A LEAP partner to Billy Mills Middle 
School, Southwest Middle School and Lawrence Free State High School, McDonald’s  
of Lawrence provides many in-kind and financial donations for school enrichment, 

incentive programs, community 
outreach for the students and  
staff development.

“The partnership between  
McDonald’s of Lawrence and  
Billy Mills Middle School has been  
invaluable since I became principal 
in 2020, and well before I arrived,” 
said Dr. Andrew Taylor, principal.  
“It is such a blessing to know I can 
text Patrick Manning, asking for  
food for our hard-working staff,  
and within minutes he responds 
asking two things — how many  
people and what time do I want to 
pick it up. I wish there was a way  
for our school to repay Patrick  
and the folks at McDonald’s for  
providing this service to us. It is  
incredibly appreciated and  
not taken for granted.”

Principal Dr. Andrew Taylor, Assistant Principal Kady 
Carson and the Billy Mills Middle School mascot pose 
with a representative from McDonald’s of Lawrence 
after an assembly.  
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MASTERS 
($10,000+)
Davidson III, John and  

Shirley Schaeffer
Durham (Debby) Family 

Foundation
Elmore, John and Rosy
Envista Credit Union
Skyline Foundation
Truity Education  

Foundation, Inc.

SCHOLARS 
($5,000–$9,999)
Edmonds Duncan  

Registered Investment 
Advisors

First Student
Jepsen, Patricia
McCownGordon  

Construction
Moore, Martin and  

Durand Reiber
Sertoma Club  

of Lawrence
Shanmugam, Kannon K. 

and Victoria K.
Srinivasan, Srinija

HONOR SOCIETY 
($1,000–$4,999)
Alpha Roofing, LLC
Ameriprise Financial 

Services–Kempf
Anderson, Christopher 

and Shari
Benton, Andrew  

and Deborah
Benz, Bob
Billings, Beverly Smith
Black, Brenda
Blaser, Chip and Karen
Brooks, Michael
Brooks, Nancy and Keith
Capitol Federal  

Foundation

CEK Insurance
Central Bank 

of the Midwest
Crown Automotive
Dance Gallery
Dannevik, Robert
Davis, Robert and Linda
Davis, Robert M
DCCF
Deiser, Jay
Dobski, Tom and Marilyn
Drahozal, Christopher 

and Kaye
Elbayoumy, Moussa  

and Magda Khater
Emprise Bank
Englebrick, Larry
Feldmeyer, Ehren
Flory, Bobbie
Fry, Lawrence and Penny
Gautt, Sandra
Gene Fritzel  

Construction Co., Inc.
Gillespie, Rob  

and Rhonda
Hershey Salty Snacks 

Company
Imber, Jane and Michael
Jefferson’s Downton LLC
Johnson, Bob  

and Pauline
Johnson, Robert, Jr  

and Jana
Karen and Chip Blaser 

Family Charitable Fund
Kindred CPA
KU Endowment  

Association
Laird Noller Automotive
Landmark National Bank
Legacy Work Consulting, 

LLC
Leipold, Lance and Kelly
Lheureux, Marie Alice
LMH Health
Maceli’s, Inc.

Mainstreet Credit Union
Marsh McLennan Agency
Marshall, Frank
Martinez, Sheila
McDonalds of Lawrence
Meritrust Credit Union
Mid American  

Credit Union
Mitchell, Kathy
P1 Group, Inc
Pur-O-Zone, Inc.
Roth, Stan and Janet
Security Benefit
Self, Bill and Cindy
Senecal, Robert  

and Evelyn
Smith, Marsha
Stephens Real Estate
Stephens, Mr.  

and Mrs. Robert
Stevens & Brand, LLP
Sullivan, Melonie  

and Warren
SumnerOne
Thompson, David  

and Maria
University of Kansas
US Bank
Van Meter, Earl
Vick, Gail and Kevan
Warren, Steve and  

Eva Horn
Warren-McElwain

LEADERS
($500–$999)
Alderdice Family Fund
Allworth Financial
Berquist, Craig  

and Jennifer
Bert Nash Community 

Mental Health Center
BG Consultants, Inc.
Central National Bank
Clark | Huesemann
Colliers International

Dehart, Wilma and Frank
Donovan, Justin
Dunlap Family  

Foundation
First State Bank & Trust
Flynn, Richard and Janie
Friends of Jo Jo Tramell 

Scholarship
Golden, Joan  

and Webster
Golf Course  

Superintendents  
Association of America

Guardian Mortgage
Herron, Jene
Hite, Kenneth and April
Holcombe, Thomas  

and Barbara
Hood, Jack
Intrust Bank
Johnson, Ronald  

and Donna
Keller, Craig & Associates
Keller, Judy and Tim
KU School of Education
Kurt Goeser Insurance 

Agency, Inc.
Leitel, Ruth
Lewis, Anthony
Lopes, Steve and Lois
McGrew Real Estate Inc
Midwest Concrete  

Materials
Moore, Allison V.  

and James M.
multistudio
Naughton, Patrick
Robby Steinhardt  

Foundation Inc
Sabatini Family  

Foundation
Schmitz, William L  

and C Dianne
Silver Lake Bank
Smith, Rebecca
Speech Solutions LLC
Srinivasan, Saroja
Sunflower Bank
Sylvan Learning  

of Lawrence
Tacha, John and Deanell
Toebben, Gary and Janice
Trowbridge, Caroline and 

Alan Zimmereman
Ward, Scott and Robin
Wertzberger, Ken  

and Annette

BENEFACTORS 
($100–$499)
Ambler, David  

and Mary Kate
Amon, Angela
Anderson, Curtis
Ann K Myers
Au Yeong, Hannah

Bakerink, Larry
Baloga, David  

and Andrea
Barah, Kelly
Barker, Thomas
Barnard, Cheryl
Basham, Laura
Bayer, Margaret
Bayouth, William  

and Karen
Becker, Tammy
Beltch, James
Benevity
Big Brothers and  

Big Sisters
Blessent, Lee Ann  

and Don
Bowen, Mary
Boyle, Julie
Brown, Amy
Browning, Rockie  

and Becky
Bubna, Caitlin
Busby, Anna
Campbell, Erin.
Carter, Hugh and Gina
Carttar, Stephen  

and Cindy
Cates, Emily
Chapman, Mary and  

Ed Hawkins
Clark, Valerie
Collins, Jana
Collmeyer, Mindy
Commons, Ronald  

and Dee Dee
Connolly, JM and Heide
Cooley, Gerald and Lela
Costello, Anne
Crone, Suzette
Davis, Paul
Deboard, Lysette
Delta Zeta Alumnae
Devereaux, Elizabeth
Donnelly, Jerry
Dozier, Joseph
Ellet, Ryan
Erickson, Rodger and 

Ginther, Donna
Fike, Ryan
Folsom, Tony and Cindy
Francisco, Marci
Frick, Cynde
Fulbright, Mary
Gage, Martha
Gallagher, Elizabeth
Gillham, Melissa
Glidewell, Catherine
Gordon-Ross, GR
Grant, Stephen and Mary
Grzenda, Joseph  

and Patricia
Haas, Jeff
Halsted, Sunny
Harrell, Kevin
Harrison, Jonathan

Hatfield, Mary
Heck, Kelvin
Heffernan, Andrea
Heffernan, Steve
Heider, Mark and Valecia
Heinritz, Anna
Hemphill, Samantha
Hendrich, Barbara
Hendrich, Richard  

and Mary
Hendrickson, Elaine
Hill, Jeff and Jamie
Hilliard, Catherine
Hoey, Aline
Huber, Julia and Michael
Huerter, Eric
Hulcher, Laura and Dave
Jennings, Michelle
Johnson, Cindy
Johnson, Cynthia
Johnson, David and  

Margarita Vargas
Johnson, Denise
Johnson, Gerilyn
Johnson, Larry  

and Peggy
Johnson, Paul  

and Sandra
Johnson, Thomas H.
Johnston, Dena
Jones, Brian
Jones, Lisa Marie
Jones, Shannon
Juneau, Theodore
Keller, Erica
Kelly, Patrick
Kelly, Patrick and Amy
Kiefer, John and Helen
Kile, Amanda
Lang, Ron
Law, Brian
Livingood, Margaret  

and David
Long, Larissa
Loos, Kevin and Eve
Lotton Barker, Danielle
Lowe, Bonnie and James
Lowe, Vickie and Mick
Lungstrum, John  

and Linda
Lutz, Darin
Mah, Ann
Matese, Mark  

and Catherine
McAdoo, Ryan
McAnarney, Amy
McNeer, Amanda
McPherson Jr, Thomas
Melton, Lisa
Miller, Cameron
Mohd Shahir, Rohaizan
Murray, Julie
Neises, Kimberly
Nicklaus, Janice
Nitz, Barbara
Nothing Bundt Cakes

Thank you, donors!



Ogden Newspapers  
of Kansas

Palm, Susan
Penzler, Craig and Cindy
Plankinton, Bruce  

and Marcia
Powell, Lisa
Preut, Mark
Ramos, April
Renfro, Rick, Nancy, 

Spencer and Taylor
Richards, Bridget  

and Chris
Riggins, William  

and Stacy
Roberson, Jayci
Roper, John and Valerie
Rose, James and Norma
Rose, Micah and Jordan
Rossillon, Sarah
Schnose, Dr Gregory  

and Linda
Schreiner, Brenda
Schreiner, Jack
Scotten, Joshua
Shankel, Delbert  

and Carol
Shepherd, Jean F.
Sherman, Jim and  

Jan Sheldon
Shockley, Amanda
Slater, Lindsey
SNAP Promotions 
Sollars, Gary and Connie
Sophocleous, Marios  

and Thelma
Sound Speech Therapy 

LLC
Stancliffe, Jaime
Stephens, Catherine
Stone, Tammy
Suderman, James  

and Frances
Thomas, Lynisha
Tramel, Carl and Joan
Van Meter, Karen
Viscomi, Jenna
Wake, Lee and  

Kevin Wake and  
Jeff Psota

Watts, Linda and  
Thad Holcombe

Weaver’s
Wilcken, Wendie
Williamson, Kensley
Yulich, Mitch and Cindy

FRIENDS 
(up to $99)
Abeita, Sara
Adams, John and Janet
Aguirre, Rosina
Ahlvers, Staci
Akkerman, Susan
Albertson Sears, Jolynn
Aldridge, Cara
Anderson, Jill
Anderson, Kristen
Anderson, Michelle
Appleman, Joni
Armstrong, Rebecca
Austin Janousek, Keri

Baggett, Jaime
Barker, Kelly
Bataglia, Julie
Battaglia, Gina
Bland, Megan
Blevins, Melissa
Bointy, Shelley
Bonilla, Jennifer
Bonnewell, Tiffany
Booker, Breanna
Boone Salazar, Daniel
Boydston, Ben and Kay
Boyle, Julie
Brenn, Doug and Nancy
Brown, Christina
Brucker, Debra
Buhler, Mark and Marsha
Butler, Sean
Byers, Lori
Caffey, Christine
Carter, Morgan
Casteel, Carol
Censky-Kieklak, Ben
Chapman, Marci
Chavez, Dionne
Chrislip, Abram
Clark, Kim
Clarkson, Jennifer
Clover, Melissa
Conforti, Nicole
Conover, Marc
Conyers, Carladyne Knox
Corn, Nicole
Craig-Hare, Jana
Cummins, Eve
Curran, Pete and Virginia
Czarnecki, Kerri
Dabney, Annette
Daniels, Stacie
Day, Jennifer
Denning, Gerald L.
Dennis Brown  

Painting, Inc
Devlin, Dorothy  

and Michael
Dewitt, William
Dolezal, Loren  

and Beverly
Donahue, Paula
Downing, Leslie
Dunlap, Jason
Dunn, Donald and Janice
Dutcher, Monica
Dye, Brandon
Dykes, Dianna
Eagan, Linda
Easter, Elizabeth
Elkin, Lauren
Epperson, Megan
Erdman, Karianne
Esau, John
Etzel, Kevin
Fahy, Elizabeth
Farmer, Amy
Field, Roger and Donna
Fisher, Maria
Flottman, Larry  

and Vernis
Forsyth, Charles
Foulke, Coni
Freese, Nancy
Freund, Esperanza

Gabel, Elizabeth
Gabel, Sarah
Gadd, Brenda
Galbreath, Renita
Gard, Sarah
Garner, Robert
Gates, Kathleen
Georgie, Jennifer
Gerrond, Erica
Gill, Tyler
Gillespie, Melissa
Ginyard, Kayla
Gipson, Karen
Goepfert, Amy
Gorman, Amanda
Gorman, John
Gorup, Jennifer
Grammer, Laura
Grant, Wendy
Green, Tracy and Janis
Greenwood, James
Greenwood, Lisa
Hagan, Toni
Hague, Sally
Halsey, Elizabeth
Hamlin, Jeff
Harmon, Marcel
Harrell, Carol
Hatfield, Lindsay
Heath, Devin
Hegeman, Marisa
Helsel, Vicki
Henry, Katherine
Henry, Leah
Hess, Kerri
Hess, Rodney
Hettwer, Nancy
Holiwell, Marisa
Holland, Meredith
Honas, Elaina
Houston, Peter
Hoy, Krista
Hrenchir, Philip  

and Donna
Hughes, John and Ruth
Humburg, Jennifer
Hunt, Christy
Hurt, Megan
Husted, Deborah
Iverson, Bethany
Jackson, Anna
Jackson, Dwight  

and Caroline
Jackson, Nancy
James, Janeen
Janousek, Guy
Jennings, Tom  

and Michelle
Jeppsen, Bethany
Jevens, Jill
Johnson, Jenna
Johnston, Kylee
Karasek, Daniel
Katzenmeier, Stacy
Keary, Deborah
Kelly, Christina
Kennard, Perry
Kennedy, Jodi
Kenoly, Annette
Kimball, Shannon  

and Jason
Kollman, Kiah

Kooken, Michiko
Kopp, Kristy
Kreutzer-Lloyd, Amanda
Kucza, Linda
Laing, La Donna
Larsen, Jacob
Larsen, Jessica
Larson, Jacob
Lashley, Tawnia
Lassman, Karen
Lauxman, Keri
Le, Amy
Leffins, Kristin
Leitel, Ann
Lekey, Amy
Leuschen, Marci
Levalley, Neil
Levings, April
Lewis, Anthony
Lisher, Melvin  

and Rebecca
Llewellyn, Heather
Lofflin, Heather
Luckett, Kiley
Ludwig, Maren
Luna, Kendra
Lyke, Lisa
Macfarlane, Allen and 

Rachel Lindbloom
MacMillan, Grace
Mallory, Kristin
Marco, Margaret
Matney, Laurie
Matthews, Sharon
May, Kristen
May, Rebecca
McCaleb, Cynthia
McCollum, Kristina
McDonald, Greg  

and Julie
McFarland, Leslie  

and Scott
McKanna, Carolyn
McLenon, Michelle
Meier-Hummel, Gina
Merz, Connie
Metz, Kendra
Meyer Szelewycz, Kristina
Meyer, Kathy
Meyersick, Cory
Mickel, Jacquelyn
Miescher-Lerner, Jessica
Miller, Allison
Miller, Kathy
Milton, Leslie
Mitchell, Phil
Mitchell, Tina

Monahan, Sally
Morris, Catherine
Murphy, Carrie
Muther, Kelly
Naughton, Patrick
Neuenswander, Dan  

and Connie
Neuteboom, Patricia
Nguyen, Phuong
Nickel, Amber
Norris, Tracey
Oehlert, Nathan
Olden, Kelsey
Orlando, Christopher
Otter, Courtney
Overton, Michelle
Parker, Christine
Parkhurst, Kara
Perkins, Angelia
Perry, Brandi
Peterson, Amanda
Philipp, Jeremy
Poettker, Shana
Pope, Maria
Price, Nicole
Pugsley, Jennifer
Rabiola, Lori Kay
Radke, Brandt
Ramos, Richard
Reaver, Rebecca
Reilly Harden, Angela
Reimer, Val
Robinson, Katherine
Robinson, Ruth
Roman, Stacy
Ruder, Yvonne
Saltz, Samantha
Santelli, Maren
Scallorn Snider, Volaurie
Schwarting, Julie
Scott, Saro
Seaman, Emily
Self, Keith
Sell, Kaylee
Shellhorn, Amy
Showman, Carly
Silver and Blue  

Future Cities, Inc
Sinclair, Jamie
Smith, Ashli
Smith, Dorcas
Smith, Manda
Snyder, Kathryn
Soileau, Tammi
Spicer, Shelbi
Stafford, Jacqueline
Stevanov, Donald

Stoll, Stephen
Stoltenberg, Katherine
Strauss, Lisa
Strawderman, Oather
Strecker, Stuart
Stussie, Lori
Sudbeck, Emma
Tallman, Joyce
Taylor, J
Texas Roadhouse
Thomas, S Dianne
Thompson, Danielle
Thurman, Joshua
Tieperman, Dana
Tuttle, Charles  

and Jennifer
Tuttle, Jana
Urban, Dave and Jackie
Vespestad, Gary  

and Karen
Wallace, Derick
Walters, Jennifer
Warrick, Richard
Weaver, Ashley
Webb, Angie
Wedel, Ryan
Welchhans, Diane
Wilcken, Wendie
Wiles, Megan
Wilk, Jennifer
Williams, Jaclynn
Williams, James H
Williams, Jennifer
Williams, Tracy
Wills, Trisha
Wilson, Kristal
Wood, Ian
Woodall Routledge, 

Deborah
Wulf-Walter, Debra and 

Brian Walter
Yoder, Amanda
Ziegler, Laurie

Thank you, too, to all  
of our anonymous  
community and  
school district donors. 

All efforts have been 
made to make this report 
as accurate as possible.  
If you find an error  
or omission, please  
accept our apology  
and notify us at  
785-330-1941. 9



  2023  Last Five Years
DONATED
 Via campaigns and events $ 225,531 $     974,172
 For specific district betterment programs $ 524,537 $ 2,641,963
 
FUNDS
 Grants, programs and awards $ 2,357,541 $ 6,541,101  
 Scholarships $       369,668 $ 1,952,572

MEMORIAL AND HONORARY GIFTS  You may donate in honor or in memory of someone special.  
At your request, your gift can benefit the unrestricted fund or be earmarked for a special purpose or scholarship. 

EMPLOYER MATCHING GIFTS  Please check to see if your employer has a matching gifts program.  
All or a portion of your donation may be matched.

PAYROLL DONATIONS  In 2023, Lawrence School District staff contributed $20,249.50 to help support Foundation programs.  
One hundred percent of the money collected from staff goes directly back to our schools to support our students,  
classrooms, and educators.

PLANNED GIVING AND TRUSTS  The Foundation can accept gifts through bequests, charitable remainder trusts  
(annuities and unitrusts), charitable lead trusts, appreciated stock, life insurance, real estate, individual retirement accounts  
and company retirement plans. A bequest through your will or living trust may result in tax savings to your estate.  
In your will, you may designate a specific gift, a percentage of your estate or the remainder after specific distributions  
are made. Please talk with your attorney.

DONATE ONLINE  Visit LawrenceSchoolsFoundation.org and click Donate Now.  
You may donate any amount to the area of greatest need or to the project of your choice.

Financials

2025 will mark 40 years of Lawrence Schools Foundation.  
Watch for ways to celebrate with us!
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FUND A NEED
Lawrence Schools Foundation has  
provided more than $550,000 in funding 
to our district students and families in 
need since 2018 through the Classroom 
Angel Network, or I C.A.N. program. Some 
children in our community are without 
running water or a mattress on which to 
sleep. Others are without shoes, socks, 
underwear or maybe even toothpaste. 
Our goal is to make sure our school  
social workers, counselors, nurses and 
psychologists have funds available to 
meet immediate and emergency needs  
such as these so students can come  
to school clean, confident and  
ready to learn.

TAKE THE LEAP
Does your business or community  
organization want to partner with a  
local school? Join the Lawrence  
Education Achievement Partners (LEAP) 
program! Your business or organization 
will get to know your neighborhood or 
area school, learning about their unique 
challenges and cheering them on.  
You may choose to donate classroom 
supplies, volunteer to tutor or mentor 
kids, help out at school events or make 
monetary or in-kind donations. Many 
LEAP partners also sponsor Lawrence 
Schools Foundation signature events. 

ARE YOU A BOB?
More than 25 years ago a group of civic 
leaders who share the same first name, 
“Bob,” created the Excellence in Teaching 
award through Lawrence Schools  
Foundation. The benefactors choose to 
remain anonymous to focus attention  
on the recipients. Presented annually,  
the award honors a teacher who  
exemplifies extraordinary instruction 
skills, reflects commitment to quality 
education and dedication to teaching, 
focuses on individual student achieve-
ment, and administers to the whole child. 
It comes with a check for $10,000 as a 
gift for the educator to use as they wish. 
Nominations for this award can be made 
by parents, students, colleagues, alumni, 
and community members. Since 1997, the 
Bobs have donated more than $300,000 
for this effort. 

Are you a Bob (or Robert, Roberta, Bobby,  
Bobette — you get the idea) or know of  
one who may be interested in joining  
this elite group? Call 785-330-1941  
or email djohnsto@usd497.org.

Ways to be involved

To donate to the I C.A.N. Fund  
or another Lawrence Schools 
Foundation program, scan this 
code with your phone or visit 
LawrenceSchools Foundation.
org and click Donate Now. 

To sign up for LEAP or learn 
more, scan this code with  
your phone, call 785-330-1854  
or email jsinclai@usd497.org.
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110 McDonald Drive  •  Lawrence, Kansas 66044
LawrenceSchoolsFoundation.org  •  785-330-1941

https://lawrenceschoolsfoundation.org/
https://lawrenceschoolsfoundation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=lawrence%20schools%20foundation
https://www.instagram.com/lawrenceschools/?hl=en
https://x.com/lawschoolsfndn



